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NEW STUDENTS HAVEN'T MET BUT SEND 16,000 MESSAGES TO EACH OTHER, 
HUNDREDS LOG ONTO REALITY-BASED WEB SHOW TO FOLLOW "WENDY" 
DAYTON, Ohio- Wendy, the most popular student in the University of Dayton's 
incoming first-year class, stars in her own reality-based Web show, and hundreds of new 
students are logging on to see how her day turns out. 
Wendy comes from Chicago, loves pizza and craves Fruit Loops. She likes to start her 
day with an early-morning run around campus before dashing to her 8 a.m. college composition 
class. 
If you like, you can send her an instant message -to Flyer Fan Wendy08- but you'll get 
an "away" message in response. That's because Wendy exists only online- and in the mind of 
her creator, Julie Schade, content and operations manager of UD's Internet development 
division. 
Wendy is a completely fictional character who is taking the University of Dayton's 
innovative Virtual Orientation program to a new level. Since 1999, the Virtual Orientation Web 
site has helped incoming first-year students prepare academically and socially for life at UD. 
On the site, students learn about course requirements, take placement exams, receive their 
course schedules and housing assignments, meet their roommates and buy their textbooks. 
It's two months before the University of Dayton welcomes a new first-year class, but 
they've already sent more than 16,000 e-mail messages to one another and logged an astounding 
11 million minutes on the site. To date, the students have started more than 1,000 threaded 
discussions. 
"This has been another record year for Virtual Orientation," said Marcus P. Robinson, 
director of the University of Dayton's Internet development division. "Year after year, I 
continue to be impressed by how quickly our incoming students -strangers prior to Virtual 
Orientation- jump right into the mix and begin interacting with one another. They voice with 
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great fervor their expectations and their concerns, their likes and dislikes, and at times, their 
seemingly insurmountable differences of opinion. 
"In the end," he said, "I believe they begin to realize that they have much in common and 
plenty of time to work out the rest. And that makes the prospect of going away to college just a 
bit less daunting, and just that much more exciting. We couldn't ask for a better outcome." 
A "Day in the Life" ups the ante, by giving incoming students "an idea of what the total 
University of Dayton experience will be like. We brainstormed about ways that would make it 
interesting to our audience," said Schade, who involved the audience in shaping Wendy's 
character. Responses from more than 185 incoming students helped Wendy spring to life- · 
everything from her name, to her hometown, to her favorite color: blue. 
The story is unfolding in 16 weekly episodes that progress, hour by hour, through a 
typical day for a new first-year student at the University of Dayton. The narrative technique 
borrows from soap opera, but the content offers a realistic sampling of university life. In a class 
on the writing process, a scene taken verbatim from UD instructor Kim Krug's composition 
class, Wendy and her classmates use their laptops to complete a writing exercise in the wireless 
classroom. All the while, as Wendy moves through her day, she's figuring out the nuts and bolts 
of first-year life: professors' expectations, time management, study skills and negotiating 
differences with roommates. (Wendy, alas, is a bit of a slob; her roommate Sarah is "a born 
neat-freak"). 
Site visitors follow Wendy as she faces and conquers typical first-year fears, from an 
initial hesitation to speak up in class, to an occasional twinge of homesickness, to feeling lost 
and confused in the bustle of a busy food court. And when her classmate Paul invites her to an 
afternoon barbecue at his brother's student house (blush, thrill), stay tuned ... and log on next 
week. 
Although students will never see Wendy on screen, they do see Paul, portrayed by Tim 
Holt, a UD senior who works with Schade and suggested the "Day in the Life" idea. Students 
also can see photos from actual classes and neighborhood attractions that feature in the 
narrative. Honest-to-goodness University of Dayton faculty and staff members, including Krug, 
Kennedy Union Food Court cashier Kathy Gooding and admission counselor Jessica Gonzalez 
interact with Wendy, and some of their photos are featured. 
Schade has outlined about 18 hours of Wendy's life to embrace a full University of 
Dayton experience. Wendy will attend a philosophy class, meet with a professor for guidance 
on writing a paper and participate in a First-Year Experience course that deals with a number 
of broad issues new students face. 
Along the way, Wendy will chat with her resident assistant, learn about service and club 
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opportunities, seek campus employment, play comhole and make more time to study. Brother 
Raymond Fitz, S.M., past president of the University of Dayton, may tum up in her residence 
hall to talk to Wendy's floormates about the University's religious character. 
At least that's the plan. Schade, who was inspired by the Fox counter-espionage hit 
"24," is writing the series week by week as the story unfolds, literally making it up as she goes 
along. With a new episode going live every Thursday, "it's a little bit terrifying. I'm used to 
deadlines, but not of this magnitude with so much riding on it," said Schade, who has an 
advisory committee providing feedback as the episodes develop. 
Schade sees the project as "the quintessential union of everything that happens on 
Virtual Orientation. The goal is to integrate the social aspects with the academic aspects of the 
University of Dayton and make it one coherent story," she said. While "Day in the Life" is 
educational, it's clearly intended to be fun. The Virtual Orientation site appears at 
http: //vo.udayton.edu/, but "Day in the Life" installments are accessible only to incoming 
first-year students. More than 800 students have logged on to read various episodes. 
Schade was careful to sidestep political controversy. With more than 70 undergraduate 
programs to choose from on campus, Wendy has not declared a major. 
· Same goes for sports. Although she's a sports fan, Wendy isn't swearing allegiance to 
either the Cubs or the White Sox. 
This Chicagoland girl roots for the Bears. 
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